MORDECAI: A TYPE OF CHRIST

Text: Esther 10
Reading: Philippians 2:1-11
Theme: Mordecai was a great leader of the Jews and spoke up for and sought their well being. 
Purpose: To show that Mordecai was a type of Christ in his position as leader and in the good he did for his people. 

******************************

The book of Esther begins and ends in a similar way by describing the Persian empire which was vast, highly organised, and well controlled. The book opens with a striking picture of the wealth and luxury of the empire: we read about how king Xerxes gathered all his nobles and officials for six months to display "the vast wealth of his kingdom and the splendour and glory of his majesty", (1:3) and then he hosted a lavish banquet that went for a whole week.  

That order and glory was threatened by the defiance of Queen Vashti, and later by the evil plans of Haman the Agagite against the Jews. These threats are described in the first half of the book.
Then the second half of the book describes how God used two other people, Queen Esther and Mordecai, to save his people. 

Then in chapter 10 the book closes with another description of the wealth and power of King Xerxes and the vast spread of his kingdom reaching out to distant shores. After the crisis described in the book the empire was once again peaceful and prosperous, with Xerxes collecting revenue from his entire realm. 

But the Persian Empire and King Xerxes are only the backdrop to the real story, that is, the story of the people of God. Only eight years after the victory of the Jews King Xerxes was murdered in his bedroom by three men who were close to him - his own son-in-law, the commander of the guard, and an important eunuch. One hundred years later the Empire of Persia was defeated by Alexander the Great and disappeared. Empires come and go but God continues his plan for his people.

The mention of Xerxes in chapter 10 introduces the main person in the story – Mordecai the Jew. You will notice that the attention has moved away from Esther and on to him. Esther played her part in a moment of crisis, and did so with courage; but then she dropped back in the story and the account concludes with her older cousin. 

1. The story ends with the GREATNESS OF MORDECAI.

He is described as one of the important leaders of Israel. In verse 2 we are told that "a full account of the greatness of Mordecai" was written "in the book of the annals of the kings of Media and Persia." 
That reminds us of the descriptions given of the kings of Israel and Judah - the records of their reigns were written down in the book of the annals of the kings of Israel and Judah. We don't have any of those books, but this description lines him up with the kings of Israel as one of the great leaders of his people. 

We are also told that "Mordecai the Jew was second in rank to king Xerxes" (vs 3a). After Haman's execution he was given the king's signet ring and promoted to Haman's position. In 8:15 we read that he "left the kings presence wearing royal garments of blue and white, a large crown of gold and a purple robe of fine linen." All that fine clothing symbolised his high position. 
In 9:4 we read that he "was prominent in the palace; his reputation spread throughout the provinces, and he became more and more powerful."

God had promised Abraham; "...all peoples on earth will be blessed through you" (Gen12:3). God fulfilled that promise already in Old Testament times as the people of Israel brought blessing to the nations and empires of the world. 
That included people like Joseph in Egypt, second in command under Pharaoh; Daniel who was made ruler over the entire province of Babylon; Mordecai, second in rank to King Xerxes; and about 30 years later, Nehemiah, cup bearer to Xerxes' son, Artaxerxes, king of Persia. God was at work, fulfilling his promise to Abraham, blessing the nations of the world through his people. 

Mordecai was "preeminent among the Jews, and held in high esteem by his many fellow Jews." He was a great leader, highly regarded, and well respected. 

That doesn't mean he was perfect. There were times in this story when he compromised his faith. He allowed Esther to go into the palace without protest; he kept secret his own identity as a Jew and instructed Esther do the same. 

But God used him to rescue his people. God uses sinful people to work out his plan. He uses you and me, with all our faults and failings, to achieve his purposes. He uses us with our flaws and weaknesses and sins. 
God works with us and in us by his Holy Spirit so that we grow in grace, and develop in maturity, and increase in holiness. 
He works with us and in us so that we become more useful. 
You may not have an important position like Joseph or Daniel or Mordecai, but that doesn't matter - you are put where you are to serve God and live for him. 
Is that how you see your place? Is that what you are striving to do? Are you willing to be used by God in the position he has put you?

	Mordecai did this where God had put him: "he worked for the good of his people."

The Hebrew word translated as "worked" can also mean sought, and it has the sense of seeking something with care; he studied the good of his people; he was diligent in caring for them. 

His predecessor, Haman, had sought his own good. He wanted to be wealthy and important and honoured. That goes on today. 
Many political leaders are seeking their own glory and are using their political influence and power to accumulate wealth, or enjoying overseas travel and holidays at the tax payers expense. 
Many leaders in business have been accused of fraud because they have been siphoning off company funds for themselves. 
Even leaders of churches and Christian organisations have been caught stealing. 

Mordecai didn't do this. He worked for the good of his people. He wasn't feathering his own nest. He wasn't putting money aside for himself. He wasn't seeking his own good but rather that of others. 

What about you? Are you like Haman or Mordecai? Are you motivated by selfishness or selflessness? Are you driven by self interest or are you interested in others? Are you looking out for No.1 or are you looking out for others? Are you caught up with your own comfort and honour and praise or are you seeking to love your neighbour as yourself? 

e.	Mordecai "worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare of all the Jews."

Earlier in the story we read about how Esther spoke up for her people. She went to see the king, even though it was against the law, and pleaded with him for her people. 
But the book closes with Mordecai who continued to speak for the welfare of his people. In his position he could speak to the king, and to the other officials in the court, and to the ruler of the 127 provinces. 

He spoke up for the welfare of his people. The word translated as "welfare" is the Hebrew word shalom -  a rich word that is often translated peace or well-being. Mordecai was interested in the overall well-being of his people in their health, their relationships, their security and in their spiritual state. 

In the same way we too need to speak up for others and seek their well-being. Are you looking out for the well-being of others at church, your brothers and sisters in the faith. Are you speaking up for others in your workplace, at school, at polytech, especially those who are disadvantaged or who get picked on by others. The Lord has a special concern for those who cannot speak for themselves, whose voices are drowned out by the louder voices of those who are stronger. God wants us to pay special attention to the poor, to orphans and children, to widows, and to the stranger. 

But if we only apply this to ourselves we have not gone far enough. If we only see Mordecai as an example for us to follow we have missed the point of this chapter and even of this book. 
Yes, the Bible does contain examples for us to follow and examples to avoid. 

2. But the main focus of the Scriptures is to point us to THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

The old covenant looked ahead to his coming. 

The Old Testament prophets "spoke of the grace that was to come" and they "predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow." (1 Peter 1:10-11). 
The Old Testament is also full of people and things and events that anticipated the coming of the Messiah, the Christ, Jesus. We call these types. A type is a person, thing or event in the Old Testament that anticipates or foreshadows something in the New Testament. 
We would expect to find these because the Bible is one book. It was written by about 40 human authors but there was one divine author, the Holy Spirit. So it tells one story and everything is connected together.  
Jesus himself taught that when he did a Bible study with the two men on the road to Emmaus; "...beginning with Moses and the prophets he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself." (Luke 24:27).

Some biblical scholars take a conservative approach to typology and they restrict Old Testament types to only what is referred to or identified in the New Testament. 

Others go to the other extreme and take a very imaginative approach and find types on almost every page of the Old Testament: every piece of wood becomes a type of the cross, every pool or water a reference to baptism, every drop of blood looks ahead to the blood of Christ!

Somewhere between these two approaches is a happy medium, which is the approach we want to take. 

The NT identifies particular people as types of Christ: Adam, Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Solomon. We may also see Mordecai was a type of our Lord.

Jesus is preeminent among his people. He came from heaven and when he had completed his work on earth he returned to heaven. He humbled himself and then, after his death on the cross, God "exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord." (Phil 2:9-11). 

Jesus is the great leader of his people. He has been given a position of honour at God's right hand. He has all power and glory. He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. All his people worship him as the Lamb that was slain. He is worthy to receive "power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and praise!" (Rev 5:12). He is preeminent.

He has worked for the good of his people. 
He did this when he created and made us; "without him nothing was made that has been made" (John 1:1f).
Jesus then came into this world for our good. He took our sins on himself and suffered and died in the place of his people. Everything he did on earth was for the salvation of his people.

And he is now at the right hand of the Father and he is interceding for us, he is speaking up for the welfare of his people. He is our great High Priest in heaven. He represents us to God the Father. He pleads our case. He reminds the Father of his saving work on the cross. He is our advocate in heaven; he is the one "who speaks to the Father in our defence, Jesus Christ the righteous one. (1 John 2:1).

He is also seeking our welfare, our shalom, our peace. He is the prince of Peace and "He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near." (Eph 2:17-18). Jesus has given us peace with God, peace with others, and peace within ourselves. He is interested in our well-being, especially in our spiritual well-being. He came to give us eternal life and he will not let us go. 

The prophet Zechariah prophesied that the Messiah would "proclaim peace to the nations. He will rule from sea to sea and from the river to the ends of the earth." (Zech 9:10).

We are living in this time when Jesus is extending his kingdom throughout the earth. 
He is proclaiming peace to the nations.
He is fulfilling his promise to Abraham, that "...all peoples on earth will be blessed through you" (Gen 12:3). That promise was and is fulfilled in the coming of the seed of Abraham, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The book of Esther reminds us that the empires and kingdoms of this world will come and go, but the kingdom of God will go on forever.
The kings and princes of the world will rise and fall but the Lord Jesus has been given the throne of David and his kingship will be for all eternity. 

So as we come to the end of this sermon, and to the end of this book, we need to recall this overall theme: God is at work in this world through the Lord Jesus for the good of his people. He is sovereign and all powerful and he is looking after the church and he is extending his kingdom.
We are involved in a spiritual battle - an ongoing conflict between the kingdom of God and the powers of darkness - but Jesus has promised that the gates of hell will not overcome the church.
God will work out all things for the good of those who love him and are called according to his purpose. 

God used King Xerxes and Haman the Agagite to achieve his purpose.
He used Queen Esther and Mordecai.
He will use you and me as instruments in his hand to do his work in this world until the kingdom of Christ comes in all its glory!

Amen 

